CLASSIC  CRIMES
Rodway, her solicitor, and to myself, and which she now desires to be
made public,
Constance Kent first gave an account of the circumstances of her
crime to Mr. Rodway, and she afterwards acknowledged to me the
correctness of that account when I recapitulated it to her. The ex-
planation of her motive she gave to me when, with the permission of
the Lord Chancellor, I examined her for the purpose of ascertaining
whether there were any grounds for supposing that she was labouring
under mental disease. Both Mr. Rodway and I are convinced of the
truthfulness and good faith of what she said to us.
Constance Kent says that the manner in which she committed her
crime was as follows:  A few days before the murder she obtained
possession of a razor from a green case in her father's wardrobe and
secreted it.   This was the sole instrument which she used.   She also
secreted a candle with matches, by placing them in the corner of the
closet in the garden, where the murder was committed.   On the night
of the murder she undressed herself and went to bed, because she
expected that her sisters would visit her room.   She lay awake watch-
ing until she thought that the household were all asleep, and soon after
midnight she left'her bedroom and went downstairs and opened the
drawing-room door and window shutters.    She then went up into the
nursery, withdrew the blanket from between the sheet and the counter-
pane, and placed it on the side of the cot.   She then took the child from
his bed and carried him downstairs through the  drawing-room.
She had on her nightdress, and in the drawing-room she put on her
goloshes.   Having the child in one arm, she raised the drawing-room
window with the other hand, went round the house and into the
closet, lighted the candle and placed it on the seat of the closet, the
child being wrapped in the blanket and still sleeping, and while the child
was in this position she inflicted the wound in the throat.   She says
that she thought the blood would never come, and that the child was not
killed, so she thrust the razor into its left side, and put the body with
the blanket round it into the vault.   The light burned out.   The piece
of flannel which she had with her was torn from an old flannel garment
placed in the waste bag, and which she had taken some time before and
sewn it to use in washing herself.   She went back into her bedroom,
examined her dress, and found only two spots of blood on it.   These
she washed out in die basin, and threw the water, which was but little
discoloured, into the foot-pan in which she had washed her feet over-
night.   She took another of her nightdresses and got into bed.   In the
morning her nightdress had become dry where it had been washed.
She folded it up and put it into the drawer.   Her three nightdresses were
examined by Mr. Foley, and she believes also by Mr. Parsons, the
medical attendant of the family.   She thought the blood-stains had been
effectually washed out, but on holding the dress up to the light a day
or two afterwards, she found the stains were still visible.   She secreted
the dress, moving it from place to place, and she eventually burnt it
in her own bedroom, and put the ashes or tinder into the kitchen grate.
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